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toward them, and in answer to her signal to close
up, the distance between our ships was reduced to
two hundred yards. The western flank of the Span-
ish squadron was protected by Cavite Peninsula and
the Sangley Point battery, while its eastern flank
rested in the shoal water off Las Pinas.

The Spanish line of battle was formed by the
Reina Cristina (flag), Castillo,, Don Juan de Austria,
Don Antonio de Ulloa, Isla de Luzon, Isla de Cuba,
and Marques del Duero.

The Velasco and Lew were on the other (southern)
side of Cavite Point, and it is claimed by the Span-
iards that they took no part in the action. Some
of the vessels in the Spanish battle-line were under
way, and others were moored so as to bring their
broadside batteries to bear to the best advantage.
The Castillo, was protected by heavy iron lighters
filled with stone.

Before me now was the object for which we had
made our arduous preparations, and which, indeed,
must ever be the supreme test of a naval officer's
career. I felt confident of the outcome, though I
had no thought that victory would be won at so
slight a cost to our own side. Confidence was ex-
pressed in the very precision with which the dun,
war-colored hulls of the squadron followed in column
behind the flag-ship, keeping their distance excel-
lently. All the guns were pointed constantly at the
enemy, while the men were at their stations waiting
the word. There was no break in the monotone of-
